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Sunday in Cape Town...the late Summer sun is having a last hurrah...lovely and warm... 
  
Booked my ticket this week for a trip back to London next month.  It’s 18 months since I was last there and there’s 
business to settle and friends to meet...and a Liverpool half marathon to run.  I’m also visiting Glasgow for the first 
time in decades so it should be quite a trip.   
 
Got a fantastically cheap ticket with Vitality.  So not only do I get my free cups of coffee and Woolworths discount but 
I also get cheap air fares...and I mean seriously cheap. 
 
This is a wonderful time of the year in Cape Town.  The sun is low in the sky and the light is mellow.  It’s not too hot 

and the rain is still holding off.  Weeks like this just roll along.  Business is progressing without there being any great 
heartaches in any direction.  Writing a weekly update can be a little taxing when nothing much happens but I’m sure 
most of you will agree that quite often no news is good news. 
 
Politics on the other hand is lively.  Cameron is under pressure....Zuma must surely be on the way out...and the 
Americans are making heavy weather of finding a new President.  I’ll keep well out of politics and stick to business 
and sport. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remember:  @tom_beasor and LinkedIn for daily neg tweets.  Feel free to connect on LinkedIn and re-tweet. 
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The weakness of the Rand means that some items are very pricey but conversely others can seem ridiculously 
cheap.  The sunglasses were cheap but computer gear is not.  Books on Amazon are excellent value but paper 

books in SA are extraordinarily expensive.  This is not a good time to be a bricks and mortar book seller. 

COON RAPIDS, Minn. (AP) — A prank caller tricked workers at a Minnesota Burger King into smashing the 
windows of the restaurant to keep it from exploding, police said Saturday, mirroring similar deceptions at Burger 
Kings and other fast-food restaurants in other states in recent months. 
Police said employees at the restaurant in the Minneapolis suburb of Coon Rapids got the call Friday night from 
someone claiming to be with the fire department. The caller said the restaurant could explode, so they needed to 
relieve the pressure. The manager and other employees believed the caller and smashed all the windows on the 

ground floor. 
"Officers arrived and found that the manager and employees of the Burger King were smashing out the windows," 

Sgt. Rick Boone told the Star Tribune. "The manager explained they'd received a phone call from a male who 
identified himself as a fireman who said there were dangerous levels of gas in the building and they had to break 
out all the windows to keep the building from blowing up." 
Boone said there was no immediate cost estimate for the damage. The restaurant was boarded up Saturday, and 
investigators were trying to identify the caller. 
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I’m on Day 18 of my running streak. This week I got up to 35k and I’m heading for a 

minimum of 50k until the training for September’s marathon really kicks in in June.  If you 

live in Cape Town then you learn to love hills.  Having a city of the side of a mountain 

means that almost every route is up or down a serious set of slopes.  No cycling for a 

week or two...a 21k in two weeks is the next event. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00A9SOE2I
http://www.twitter.com/tom_beasor
http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=news&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Rick+Boone%22
http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=news&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Star+Tribune%22
http://www.ashgate.com/default.aspx?page=637&calcTitle=1&title_id=6572&edition_id=6755
http://www.ashgate.com/default.aspx?page=637&calcTitle=1&title_id=3339&edition_id=5493
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Malware Bytes 

 Here’s a note I got from Malware Bytes: 
 
Adobe issued an emergency update to its Adobe Flash Player software today after researchers 
discovered a vulnerability that was being exploited to deliver ransomware (variants of Cerber 
ransomware). Flash has over one billion users, so odds are you are affected by this update.  
 
This is exactly the type of zero-day attack Malwarebytes Anti-Exploit Premium can protect you 
from. So, nice work! If you're currently running Malwarebytes Anti-Malware Exploit Premium, your 
computer will be safe.  
 
You’ve got to like their style.  First they frighten you and then they reassure you. 
 
It’s often said that people are motivated best by fear and greed and here ’s a good use of fear to 
try to get a sale. 
 
They’re a reputable company so I guess that what they’re saying is, in fact, correct but it’s close 
to looking like spam...and that’s what happens if you take the “fear” element too far. 
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http://click.cbsmc.malwarebytes.org/?qs=c5a0efc723f4853a26c0c0c334cdeb3e9f036380438a6ea0a8655185f674ef91
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Everything is negotiable... 

I was talking with a friend this week and I offered them a deal.  The reply came back: 
 
“C’mon, Tom, you’re a negotiator be a bit more flexible.” 
 
I was really impressed by their positive attitude and the way in which they asked me to put down 
a new marker without sounding too aggressive. 
 
Always be a negotiator...don’t accept first offers because people can usually be flexible and 
people will negotiate but only if you push them to do it. 
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