
 

Jun 

 

  

Sunday in Cape Town...it’s been a cold and wet week and thoroughly miserable. 
 
If it wasn’t for the sport and the weather I guess there’d be less content each week but that’s probably a good 
thing when you see what’s going on in the world.  It’s unremitting bad news mostly but this week let’s take a 
positive step forward and congratulate the Supreme Court of the USA for their ruling on gay marriage.  The 
really good news is that the conservative right is up in arms about it and that can’t be a bad thing.  Guns next, 
maybe?! 
 
I was also moved this week when I watched the eulogy that Barack Obama gave in Charleston.  There are 
few heads of state who could have carried this off and maybe one day when he’s gone the US may realise 
that that Obama wasn’t quite as bad as Rush Limbaugh and Matt Drudge would have you believe. 
 
Check this out:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDXMoO9ABFE and this one  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=toAVEgQUhxo 
 
There’s been a hiatus in sport this week...but I hope the Hurricanes win next weekend...they certainly deserve 
to and the Ashes begins the week after next.  We live in hope. 
 
I had a briefing meeting this week and another next week and one in Jo’burg next month.   That’ll cover most 
of the SDI team and give them the update on the new products.  I’ve haven’t been to Jo’burg for quite a while 
so I’ll stay over a few days to meet people. 
 
My fitness regime continues apace.   I’ve lost 10kgs this year so far and I’ll on track for another 10kgs+ in the 
second half of the year.  I’m checking out a cycling and running coach and I’m going to get this fitness issue 
sorted out.  I’ve managed to build up quite a large library and knowledge base in the last few months and if 
anyone wishes to share their thoughts I’d be most happy to reply. 
 
Remember:  @tom_beasor and LinkedIn for daily neg tweets.  Feel free to connect on LinkedIn and re-tweet. 
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           28th  June 2015 

I’ve bought a Garmin Forerunner 225 watch and it’s on its way from the US.  They won’t deliver it direct so I’ve 
used usaddress.com to forward it on.  It’s really quite handy having a US address whenever I need to quote one.  
It’s not the cheapest option but there are times when something isn’t available in SA and it’s the only way to get 
something.  Just imagine...you can’t buy Levis 550s in SA...so in they come from the States. 
 
I downloaded an Audible book:  Happy is the new Healthy.  I’ve enjoying listening to it...and it’s quite good value at 
that price.  Check it out at:  http://www.amazon.com/Happy-Is-New-Healthy-Relax/dp/1629144983 
 
 

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas (AP) — A 16-year-old driver has been blamed for a wreck that caused more than 
$100,000 in damage to new trucks and other property at a Texas dealership. 
Corpus Christi police say the driver suffered minor injuries in Thursday's accident and was treated at the scene. 
Authorities say the teen was driving on a busy highway when he lost control of his truck while trying to pass a 
friend, who was in another vehicle. 
The teen's truck spun into Allen Samuels Chevrolet — striking a fence, a light pole, two flag poles and five new 
trucks on the dealership lot. 
Corpus Christi police say no charges were immediately filed as the investigation continues into the accident. 
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http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00A9SOE2I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDXMoO9ABFE
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http://www.amazon.com/Happy-Is-New-Healthy-Relax/dp/1629144983
http://www.ashgate.com/default.aspx?page=637&calcTitle=1&title_id=6572&edition_id=6755
http://www.ashgate.com/default.aspx?page=637&calcTitle=1&title_id=3339&edition_id=5493
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Upselling 

A good friend of mine from Australia told me this week that he went in to the doctor for a regular 
script and came out with 2 specialist referrals, a tetanus shot and a whole set of blood tests...and 
several other issues too personal to mention here. 
 
Now that’s what I call selling! 
 
You go into a shop/visit the doctor/talk to a plumber/go to a restaurant etc. and come away with 
at least twice as much as you need. 
 
I’ve worked with sellers when we’ve taught them to upsell.  Remember that there’s only two ways 
of growing your business with customers:  either find more customers; or get your existing 
customers to buy more. 
 
It’s always good to find new customers but it’s even more rewarding to see the existing client 
base increasing their spend per head. 
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Volume discounts 

I bought some chocolate bars recently and got a box of 30 bars which was a discount against the 
shop price.  I saved 20%. 
 
On the website it asked me if I was a retailer because if I could have bought a minimum of 100 
bars then the discount would have been even higher. 
 
I’ve already started looking round for friends to join me in this purchasing consortium so that I can 
enjoy the benefits of the better value proposition. 
 
We all know that extra volume creates better pricing...it’s a law of nature...but in this case the real 
challenge is to meet volume levels that are beyond my own needs so that I have to create a 
buying union or consortium. 
 
There are many books to be written on pricing strategies but in this case pure and simple volume 
does the job nicely.  It gives the buyer a better unit price and the seller gets the extra revenue 
despite the lower margin. 
 
Always look to optimize your volumes by aggregating your own requirements and maybe sharing 
the deal with another buyer. 
 
(and for those who think I shouldn’t be eating so much chocolate these are low calorie sugar free 
bars from Caring Candies:  http://www.caringcandies.co.za/  and they taste good as well.) 
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