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Sunday in Cape Town…getting our first taste of what Winter cold is like...but at least it’s not raining. 
 
Business rolls along...I got a consignment of books from the USA this week and two memory cards with all 
the material I’ll need for our new programme.  The cards are encoded so that we can track who exactly used 
what materials.  Much of this in now online and that’s our route forward. 
 
I’m having my first Afrikaans lesson next week and God help anyone who ever wants to listen to me speak 
the language.  I was once blessed by a teacher with having the worst French accent they’d heard and I guess 
that it’ll be the same here...my English isn’t too hot either! 
 
I’ve been looking at apps and other resources that might help if you’re interested in getting some fitness into 
your life.  A really good way of logging what you eat exists at www.myfitnesspal.com.  I’ve got it loaded on the 
phone and log what I eat. 
 
There are a few fitness podcasts to listen to and you should check them out.  They’re a great resource.  I’ve 
mentioned several times how much good info is available on podcasts and I’m now using the app Podcast 
Addict which does the job really well...and like all this stuff it’s free. 
 
Arsenal and the Stormers crept home and Millwall looked doomed.  It’s the Bulls next weekend in Cape Town 
and that will be a great day at Newlands. 
 
Business moves along next week.  Working from home makes it very relaxed and I can balance work and 
leisure very readily.  Got an enquiry about doing a programme in New York but I doubt that they’ll want to pay 
the air fare from Cape Town...but at least we can check it out...I quite fancy a few days in NYC. 
 
 
Remember:  @tom_beasor and LinkedIn for daily neg tweets.  Feel free to connect on LinkedIn and re-tweet. 
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The technology world was quiet this week.  I’m enjoying the “one click” downloads of Amazon books and I’m trying 

to combine the books with the Audible equivalent when the price is right.  There are torrents sites where you can 

explore this for free but, of course, I wouldn’t know anything about that. 

LEESBURG, Ga. (AP) — Authorities say a south Georgia man shot an armadillo, but ended up accidentally 

wounding his mother-in-law when the bullet ricocheted off the mammal known for its hard shell. 

Lee County Sheriff's deputies tell WALB-TV (http://bit.ly/1FCGUBO) that 54-year-old Larry McElroy fired his 9 mm 

pistol at the armadillo Sunday night. 

Deputies say the bullet killed the armadillo, but bounced off the animal, hit a fence, traveled through the back door 

of the mother-in-law's mobile home and the recliner in which she was sitting, striking her in the back. 

McElroy's 74-year-old mother-in-law, Carol Johnson, suffered injuries described as non-life-threatening. Lee 

County sheriff's investigator Bill Smith said she was walking around and talking afterward. 

Lee County Sherriff's deputies say McElroy was about 100 yards away from the home when he shot the armadillo. 
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One market... 

I remember some years ago trying to buy some video training tapes in the UK to use in 
Switzerland.  The UK company wouldn’t sell them to me and told me that I’d have to buy them in 
Zurich...which, of course, was much more expensive. 
 
I laughed this off and bought them elsewhere at the UK price.  I certainly wasn’t going to be told 
where I could spend my money. 
 
Much the same happens on Amazon.  I see stuff on amazon.com which is a different price from 
amazon.co.uk and I find that frustrating.  We live in a global market and any customer worth their 
salt can readily compare the differing prices around the world and take advantage of them.  
Currency fluctuations make this even more important. 
 
Credit your customers with some sense and work with them to find global solutions and global 
buying options.  The moment you try to prevent your customers from purchasing in one country 
compared with another you’re in a very dangerous position. 
 
It’s a one world global marketplace. 
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Afrikaans lessons... 

I’ve done a deal with a friend to provide me with some language lessons and in return I’m going to 
pay her in business books. 
 
It suits the pair of us and is a true win/win deal and there ain’t many of them around, believe me. 
 
Effective negotiators are flexible and creative and are always looking to put some value in a deal 
and if bartering does the job then good luck to all concerned. 
 
In many large commercial deals this will not be possible but I have done multi-million dollar deals 
where payments have been made in kind rather than cash.  This suited both parties. 
 
Always keep your options open and look for value creating opportunities. 
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