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Sunday in Cape Town…glorious Summer’s day…again. 

I’m slowly working up the energy to get the cogs whirring for the new year and it’s moving along. 
 
Got my QuickBooks updated to the 2015 version and so at least my invoicing can be a bit smarter…but will it 
allow clients to pay more quickly?...now that’s an interesting question. 
 
This is the time of the year when cricket is in full swing in the Southern Hemisphere and Football in the 
Northern.  Cape Town television allows me to watch the Cricket this afternoon and then Arsenal afterwards.  
That can’t be done in London…unless you’re paying a shed load of subscriptions to all the broadcasters.  It’s 
free on DSTV in SA. 
 
I’m enjoying building up my library of favourite films that I’m putting on my Note to watch on planes and other 
downtimes.  I’ve got a 64 gig SD card and am enjoying filling it up.  I’ll give you a snapshot of my fave films 
and you’ll know more about me when I list: 
 
Godfather 123,  Apocalypse Now (original and redux), Casablanca, Downton Abbey 1-5, Good Will Hunting, 
Goodfellas, Groundhog Day, Pulp Fiction, The Commitments, Casino, The Shawshank Redemption, Game of 
Thrones 1-4, The Sopranos, The West Wing, Rounders, The Wire, The Good Bad and Ugly. 
 
There’ll be more to come.  In most cases I’m ripping the vids from DVDs into MP4 and finding “sources” for 
the others.  You can do exactly the same if you like to watch vids on your tablet or phone.  I use MX player to 
watch them in…it’s a free app on Android.   
 
Next week I’m making the commitment to get the new SDI products properly integrated into the portfolio.  It’ll 
mean a trip to the printers and getting some quotes for new items.  This is the first step in the process of kick 
starting the new SDI portfolio. 
 
Remember:  @tom_beasor and LinkedIn for daily neg tweets.  Feel free to connect on LinkedIn and re-tweet. 
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My Note 4 is becoming indispensable.  I’ve got my whole Outlook contacts list there, my calendar integrated with 

Google and Outlook.  I’m watching vids, downloading podcasts, reading the Independent and Guardian from 

London via Kindle and surfing the web.  I use it to get good recommendations on Trip Advisor.  It mirrors my TV  

and so I can watch what’s on the Note on the TV screen which is particular fun on YouTube and last and by no 

means least I make phone calls and use Whatsapp for texts, Skype and Viber for internet calls. 

Samsung should pay me for the free advertising. 

LARGO, Fla. (AP) — Is "In Dog We Trust" your motto? 

If so, a sheriff's office in Florida has a rug for you. The Pinellas County sheriff's office said Thursday it will auction 

off a rug that had "In Dog We Trust" on it instead of "In God We Trust." 

The forest green rug with the sheriff's gold badge was in the entrance area for a couple of months when the error 

was discovered Wednesday by a deputy. 

Proceeds from the auction will go to Canine Estates, a local animal rescue organization. 

Pinellas Sheriff Bob Gualtieri says he wanted to put the rug on the auction block because the story garnered so 

much attention. 

The rug was initially valued at $500. 

Bidding had already far surpassed that. The auction closes Wednesday. 

 
 

 

 

 

Searching for value 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00A9SOE2I
http://www.twitter.com/tom_beasor
http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=news&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Bob+Gualtieri%22
http://www.ashgate.com/default.aspx?page=637&calcTitle=1&title_id=6572&edition_id=6755
http://www.ashgate.com/default.aspx?page=637&calcTitle=1&title_id=3339&edition_id=5493
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Par values and Gold Standards 

 
There’s no point in being a seeker of value in the market place if you don’t know what the par 
value is for any item and can judge this against the Gold Standard items which best define value. 
 
I’ll give you a simple example...The par value for a cappuccino in the Southern Suburbs is R18.  If 
you can do it cheaper than that you’re on the plus side.  Go much over and you’re providing 
negative comparative value. 
  
Cappuccino is a Gold Standard.  Another Gold Standard item is a croissant...par value is 
R22...including jam and butter. 
I can now benchmark all of the coffee shops in the area against each other in terms of par value 
on key commodities (Gold Standards). 
 
Professional buyers do exactly the same in terms of raw materials and important services and 
cross market comparisons.  If you’re a seller then be aware that the buyers have this key 
information and you’re immediately bench marked on key items with all your major competitors. 
 
There’s no point in being a skilled seller if you don’t know your market place, your comparative 
and competitive position on key items and the activity of your competitors. 
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Currency and Inflation 

I’ve mentioned this before but a bit of repetition will do no harm. 
 
My house in Newlands in Cape Town has increased in value by about 80% in the last 7 
years…good news. 
 
The Rand has dropped against Sterling by about 80% during the same period…bad news. 
 
Essentially in £ terms the house price/value is pretty static although it is easy to get carried away 
by the local increases without putting them into an international perspective. 
 
Inflation in SA is about 5-6% a year.  It’s flat in the UK. 
 
If I’m doing deals in both currencies over a period of time I’m going to want to watch the 
movements carefully and not allow the deals to get involved in too much escalation.  Over a 
period of time inflation escalates and compounds at an alarming level.  This is then complicated 
by increasing/decreasing exchange rate. 
 
Just this week the Swiss Franc has jumped 20% and it immediately killed several companies that 
were vulnerable to Swiss imports.  Look what’s happening to the Euro if you need another 
example. 
 
Be aware of inflation and currency movements and don’t forget the pernicious and damaging 
effects of compounding. 
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