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Sunday in Cape Town...the sun is shining... 
 
As we move into Spring the climate is slowly getting better and it seems to be having a positive effect on the 
clients as the diary looks positive.  All we need to do is to get some of them to pay their invoices and we ’ll be on 
the right road. 
 
We’ve got visitors to Cape Town in November for 4 weeks and that means that we’re having to tart up the spare 
bedroom and also get some bookings done for some of the better things to do in Cape Town and around.  I’ve 
booked a night on Table Mountain:  http://www.capetownmagazine.com/SAN-Parks/Overseers-
Cottage/193_22_18444 
and lunch at the Strandloper in Langebaan:  http://www.strandloper.com/ 
Both of these are decent things to do that go well alongside the usual suspects of Cape Point and Robben 
Island. 
 
My cycling is progressing.  I’ve bought a bike carrier and so I can go further afield.  This morning I tried cycling 
up a hill in Constantia and ran out of gears before I got to the top.  There’s a lot of improvement required before 
the Cape Cycle Tour next March...but it’s 6 months away so I should be OK.  The power/weight ratio is all 
wrong...not enough power, too much weight! 
 
Sport is all over the place.  I’m watching the cricket as I write this and how much fun can it be to see Chelsea 
get humiliated. 
 
Remember:  @tom_beasor and LinkedIn for daily neg tweets.  Feel free to connect on LinkedIn and re-tweet. 
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     13th  September 2015 

I’ve bought a Bluetooth keyboard, mouse and holder for my Note.  It’ll also work on a Tab S when I get one.  Much 
as I appreciate the compact size I do prefer to type on a keyboard. 
 
I mentioned above that I got a Thule bike carrier for the Toyota.  It seemed good value, got fitted in 15 minutes and 
works fine. 
 
 

ROYALTON, Vt. (AP) — A driver clocked at 112 mph on an interstate in Vermont told police he was heading to 
traffic court to take care of a speeding ticket. 
Trooper Rich Slusser says the 33-year-old man from West Hartford, Connecticut, was also weaving in and out of 
traffic in Royalton on Interstate 89 before he was pulled over Wednesday afternoon. The speed limit on the 
interstate is 65 mph. 
The driver has been charged with excessive speeding and negligent operation. 

Slusser says the man was given a citation ordering him to appear in Vermont Superior Court in White River 
Junction on Oct. 27. 

 

  

 

Searching for value 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00A9SOE2I
http://www.capetownmagazine.com/SAN-Parks/Overseers-Cottage/193_22_18444
http://www.capetownmagazine.com/SAN-Parks/Overseers-Cottage/193_22_18444
http://www.strandloper.com/
http://www.twitter.com/tom_beasor
http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=news&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Rich+Slusser%22
http://www.ashgate.com/default.aspx?page=637&calcTitle=1&title_id=6572&edition_id=6755
http://www.ashgate.com/default.aspx?page=637&calcTitle=1&title_id=3339&edition_id=5493
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Value and Price 

There’s a store in Cape Town that rejoices in the name “Mr Price” and the name tells you no lies. 
 
I was in their sports section and bought some sports Tshirts for around $5.  They are 
extraordinary value and identical to branded items costing 5 times as much. 
 
This proves again...not that we needed any real evidence...how much extra we pay for a branded 
item and how little value it can prove to be. 
 
I talked last week about the 3 stripes of Adidas creating a false premium in the price and this 
week my thoughts are about the power of the generic commodity.  Once you know what you want 
and can spec out the requirements in terms of quality and functional use then the brand is 
irrelevant. 
 
Fashion designers shudder at this principle as they operate on an entirely different premise but if 
it’s just a T shirt that you need/want then why pay $2 for the shirt and $20 for the logo. 
 
I rest my case. 
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Confusion 

I tried to book a hotel online this week and gave up in frustration.  The website wasn ’t clear and it 
left too many questions in my mind unanswered. 
 
Spending money and doing deals is always a risky business and the more that you can reduce 
the risk and increase the transparency for the other party then the easier the completion of the 
deal will be. 
 
The perception of risk...especially for buyers...often kills deals.  People who are confused don ’t do 
deals so next time you’re explaining a situation across a table ensure that the other party 
understands the issues fully, accepts the risk properly explained and can see all of the issues of 
the deal transparently laid out. 
 
Make it clear, make it simple and get the deal done. 
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