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Sunday in Cape Town…dull…a quite week for the weather… 

I’ve now viewed all 23 of the James Bond films and can recommend the series as a cost/value proposition.  
This is one series worth getting on Blu-Ray and the later films benefits from the improvement in resolution.  
Favourites are all the early ones with Sean Connery and the latest ones with Daniel Craig…who is clearly the 
best actor of the group.  The Roger Moore set were severely disappointing and very unmemorable. 

I’m hoping the Sopranos arrives this week…and we’ll start all over again. 

I’ve been working on my curry techniques and I can now be just as boring on curries as I can on James Bond. 
Why not pop round for a “ruby murray” and a quick squiz at Goldfinger! 

This is the last week of the quarter and that’s a period of business reconciliation and review.  It’s been a good 
quarter and business is moving forward well.  This next quarter will be really on a half quarter as SA shuts 
down for much of December and the next quarter won’t be much better either…Christmas/New Year and the 
Summer holidays all combined. 

Booked my tickets for the US visit in December.  I’m going via London for just a couple of days and then over 
to LA for the SDI Distributors meeting.  We’ll have a week in Napa/Sonoma and San Francisco before flying 
back to SA for Christmas.  Can’t miss a Christmas Day braai in Cape Town. 

Saw the Boks beat Australia at Newlands yesterday.  It can’t be long before we say “goodbye” to Newlands 
and migrate to the new stadium.  I won’t be sad to leave even if I’ll have to drive.  Newlands is a pretty tatty 
place and you can only take “tradition” so far. 

The Ryder Cup is being recorded as I write this.  Watching golf has to be done on fast forward otherwise 
whole parts of your day would just disappear. 

Remember:  @tom_beasor and LinkedIn for daily neg tweets.  Feel free to connect on LinkedIn and re-tweet. 
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28th September 2014 

Bought a new wok this week.  How boring is that.  Scanpan are a fine Danish range but I can’t vouch for the value 

as everything imported into SA carries a big premium.  Sadly there’s no local equivalent. 

 

We’ve started using Google Hangouts as an alternative to Skype.  Skype seems increasingly unreliable and 

Hangouts gives us a viable alternative…and it’s free. 

BERLIN (AP) — A gambler in Germany has been saved from prison by a one-armed bandit. 

Police said Thursday that two officers carrying out routine checks at an arcade in the western city of Bochum late 

last week discovered that a man playing a slot machine faced an arrest warrant. 

He had been ordered to pay a 710-euro ($910) fine or go to prison for 71 days after resisting police during a 

previous incident. 

Police say that as officers informed the man that he faced arrest, the slot machine started to flash and the beaming 

37-year-old won a jackpot of 1,000-euro (about $1,300). 

The man paid his fine on the spot — in cash. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Searching for value 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00A9SOE2I
http://www.twitter.com/tom_beasor
http://www.ashgate.com/default.aspx?page=637&calcTitle=1&title_id=6572&edition_id=6755
http://www.ashgate.com/default.aspx?page=637&calcTitle=1&title_id=3339&edition_id=5493
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Know your market sector... 

 
There are two shops I use in my neighbourhood.  One is a local Asian store which is so cheap I 
sometimes wonder how they make any profits...but they do as it’s full of people like me that 
appreciate value based on low prices. 
 
The other store carries a big stock and range and charges top dollar.  It’s a bit like going into a 
museum and just enjoying looking.  Their value proposition isn’t price...it’s choice and 
professional service and advice.  I’m a regular customer there. 
 
Both these shops know why they exist and they know what their value proposition is and they 
know the sort of market to aim at.  They’re completely focused. 
 
Marks and Spencer in the UK is suffering because it’s trying to be everything to everyone.  Very 
quickly you become nothing to no-one. 
 
Know your market and understand how to pitch to that market.  Is it price sensitive?...or is value 
measured in other ways? 
 
N.B.  For Cape Town readers the two shops are Banks Kitchen Shop in Sir Lowry Road and 
Cape Spice Emporium in Lansdowne Road. 
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Deals and business... 

My friend, Brian, runs a small business and on Monday we’ll be tasting his cheese at a local 
restaurant that he’s “hired” for the night. 
 
There’ll be around 65 people there and we’ll eat the restaurant food and buy their wine. 
 
The interesting issue is the payment for the use of the premises. 
 
One argument…the restaurant’s…is that they’re hiring their facilities and they should receive a 
payment. 
 
Our argument is that we’re putting a lot of customers in their restaurant on a Monday night and 
we should receive a commission. 
 
So the negotiation isn’t about arguing up or down on numbers but actually trying to discuss who 
pays whom…which direction does the money move in. 
 
I’ve had this situation before and a bit of lateral thinking works wonders. 
 
Generally buyers pay sellers…but not always.  I know deals where sellers paid buyers so next 
time you’re buying or selling don’t just assume a one-way movement of money.  It can be a two 
way street.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© Tom Beasor 2014 

The search for value 


