
 

 

 

Sunday in Cape Town...hot…Summer…continuing nicely. 

SA is still not fully back to work but next week should be more like a return. 

I’ve scheduled an SDI event for 2 weeks time so I’m declaring the year open no matter what the 
schools and clients think. 

I’ve been changing the ownership of our two cars from the corporate to the personal.  
Essentially this means that I’m selling the cars to myself but in order to do it I need 
roadworthiness certificates for each of them and then I need to have a board meeting whereby I 
agree to sell the car to me and then I have to take all the paperwork down to the office to get 
new registration documents…from me to me.  The good news for South Africa is that every part 
of the process generates income and jobs…it’s just that I’m funding it! 

Sport continues and the debacle which is the cricket tour of Aus is nicely balanced by Millwall 
finally winning a game and Arsenal and the Cobras doing well.  Support enough teams and 
you’re bound to find a winner somewhere! 

Taking the cats to the vet tomorrow for a rather personal procedure for the two of them.  Bought 
some Hills Science cat food and a large wad of money left my life.  It’s pay, pay for just two little 
kittens but I guess it’s worth it along with the ripped curtains and the clawed office seat.  We’ll 
introduce them to the garden next week whereupon the Cape Town population of lizards and 
geckos will take a knock. 

Remember:  @tom_beasor and LinkedIn for daily neg tweets.  Feel free to connect on LinkedIn 
and re-tweet. 
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19th January 2014 

Went to see Wolf of Wall Street this week and mighty good it was.  Fantastic performance by Leonardo di Caprio.  

Another Scorsese classic. 

Sue’s interest in Sudoku is now being maintained by 5 books we bought from Amazon which only took 4 weeks to 

arrive…and that’s the expedited service! 

MWEB has offered to send us a new and free modem and extender.  We’ll see how good it is when it arrives but 

free is free…maybe it’s their conscience after what we pay every month for a very ropey internet connection. 

 

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. (AP) — A trio of would-be Massachusetts car thieves had to hit the brakes on their plan 

because none of them knew how to drive a stick. 

Police in Springfield say the men pulled a knife on a food delivery driver Tuesday night and demanded the grub 

and his keys. But then they noticed the car had a manual transmission. 

Sgt. John Delaney tells The Republican newspaper (http://bit.ly/1mahyod) the thieves argued among themselves 

then ran down the street with their ill-gotten dinner. 

The driver was not seriously hurt. There have been no arrests. 
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Hair cuts... 

This is my latest hair cut story... 
 
Jacques cuts my hair.  He charges me for a shampoo and a massage which I don’t have and 
therefore I must be the client from Heaven as I also leave a nice tip. 
 
The problem is that after 5 visits he still hasn’t learnt that I’m “Tom” and still treats me like a 
stranger.  He cuts the hair the way he wants to and doesn’t much acknowledge me.  I know when 
I’m being processed. 
 
I’ve noticed that in October the prices didn’t go up like they normally do each year which tells me 
that completion in Constantia for Men’s hairdressing is getting tighter and they’re all much more 
price aware.  If business was thriving they’d certainly have put up their prices. 
 
Of course, normally I’d be delighted not to have to pay an annual price rise but that only applies if 
I’m satisfied with the quality and the relationship.  In this case the price comes a poor third to 
quality and relationship and therefore he could readily charge me more if he provided more. 
 
Anyway...life is too short to worry about this so I’m back to Nicki to cut my hair even though she’s 
changed salons and it’s a longer drive to get there.  She and I have a good chat and she cuts my 
hair the way I want it cut...and I don’t even know if she’s cheaper than Jacques because I don’t 
much care. 
 
Jacques had his chance but he blew it! 
 
P.S.  If you want to give a tip to a hairdresser use this one.  “Be kind to old people.”  That’s a 
good tip, don’t you think. 
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The price of money 

 
We’re doing a deal with a contractor to get our house painted.  We’re going to negotiate a 
discount and then we’re going to ask not to have to pay a deposit. 
 
Delaying paying the deposit is as good as getting a discount.  In a country where inflation is 
around 6% per annum it’s definitely better to retain your cash for as long as possible. 
 
As I’ve said many times…a dollar of payment terms spends just as good as a dollar of discount. 
 
Never forget the price of money.  In Europe at the moment inflation is at historic lows but 
elsewhere in the world it continues to power ahead.  Money costs money whether it’s interest, 
inflation or exchange rates. 
 
Don’t forget to factor in to a deal the cost of the money.  In large deals it’s a key ingredient in the 
value of a deal. 
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