
 

 

 

Sunday in Cape Town…autumnal sunshine. 

This has been a busy and interesting week.  I spent two days in a classroom learning the basics of the 
Enneagram and I’ll be returning the week after next for 2 more days.  It’s an interesting subject and I 
commend it to those who are interested in furthering your understanding of self development. 

It always feels strange when I’m in a classroom as a participant rather than as the teacher.  I’m a shocking 
student and interrupt excessively.  I find it stressful not to be in charge of the process but the whole event was 
run with great professionalism by the tutor.  I’ll happily recommend them if you’d like to contact me. 

My programme online with Australia is coming to an end which means that I’ll get to lie in on a Thursday 
rather than getting up at 5.30.  It’s been fun and I’ll be looking to repeat the opportunity now that the process 
has been proved to be successful. 

Yesterday Arsenal won the cup and even the Stormers managed to win so that’s a double header. 

I’ve got an easier week coming up and a chance to do some reading and prep work on projects on the 
horizon. 

Thanks for the advice about my debtor.  He still hasn’t paid but I’ve now got the address of a debt collection 
agency and I’ll be pressing that button after I’ve given him one last chance. 

Remember:  @tom_beasor and LinkedIn for daily neg tweets.  Feel free to connect on LinkedIn and re-tweet. 
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No great technology this week but I bought an Aeropress.  I’ve heard so much about it and I do like a good cup of 

coffee and I’m now in the market for a good grinder and I’ll be in coffee heaven. 

 

The Nexus is off to a second repairer to see if I can get it done or it is truly beyond repair. 

 

 

BAKERSFIELD, Calif. (AP) — A family's cat captured in a viral video saving a Central California boy from a dog 

attack has another challenge ahead, but this time from the pitcher's mound. 

Dan Besbris of the Bakersfield Blaze minor league baseball team said Friday that the cat named Tara will throw out 

the ceremonial first pitch at the next home game. Besbris wouldn't reveal how they expect to pull off the stunt, 

hoping to heighten interest. Tara has already proven she's exceptional, he said. 

"It sounds crazy," Besbris said. "But we've got a trick up our sleeve." 

The video that has garnered millions of views online shows the 4-year-old in front of his family's Bakersfield home 

when the neighbor's dog bites his leg and violently shakes him. Tara darts in, pouncing on the dog, which 

runs away. 

The boy's father, Roger Triantafilo, said his family has accepted the ball team's invitation. 

Triantafilo said he edited the video captured by his home security cameras and posted it on YouTube — his first — 

for family and friends to see. He never anticipated the flood of attention. 

Tara, who followed him and his wife, Erica, home from the park one night, is now the family's hero, and they are 

smothering her with love, Triantafilo said. 

"We've just given her a lot of love, kept her in the house and paid a lot of 
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Goodie Pack 

 
Five minutes ago the door bell rang and it being South Africa I picked up the entry phone and the 
lady said she was from Rawson’s, an estate agent, and she had a goodie pack for me. 
 
I thanked her politely and told her that I didn’t really want her goodie pack and she seemed a bit 
downcast and she offered to leave it in the post box by the gate. 
 
As I write this there’s a “goodie pack” waiting outside for me.  I’m not bristling with too much 
enthusiasm to see what it is. 
 
I know several tenants of Rawson’s and they’ve not had a very good word to say about 
them...and so all the freebies in the world can’t undo the damage of a tarnished reputation. 
 
By all means give people the occasional freebie...but you must ensure that it’s based on a proper 
relationship and not just offered to strangers as part of a marketing campaign. 
 
I might be pleasantly surprised when I check it out...but I somehow doubt it. 
 
P.S.  Two toffees and a cheap pen!  Why am I not surprised. 
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It’s just business... 

Business negotiation is about doing deals…buying and selling…creating value. 
 
The value is the business.  Businesses create value for the shareholders and the customers. 
 
To be an effective negotiator you’ve got to be able to do deals.  You’ve got to understand value 
but above all else you’ve got to understand business. 
 
Great negotiators are entrepreneurs…deal makers…business experts. 
 
“Business is a game, played for fantastic stakes, and you're in competition with experts. If you 
want to win, you have to learn to be a master of the game.”  

- Sidney Sheldon. 
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