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Sunday in Cape Town…cold…and the reservoirs in Western Cape are full. 

This evening I shall watch the World Cup final and as a sports fan I guess I should take a side to support.  
However for a Brit it’s a bit like asking a condemned man whether he’d rather be shot or hanged…it’s a 
choice, but not much of one.  Quite frankly I might just hope there’s an earthquake and the game is 
abandoned.  How could any Brit support either Argentina or Germany. 

This week I’m mainly looking at teams and teamwork.  On Thursday I’m running a seminar looking at using 
the tools of the Enneagram and Personal Mastery and thinking through how we can combine them with SDI to 
provide a powerful hybrid programme.  The objective is to come up with a strong team dynamics product to 
take into the market place. 

One of our colleagues in this network has had a very bad experience when his bank account was hacked.  It 
transpires that fraudsters faxed the bank to get money withdrawn from his account and moved to their own.  
The learning point is very much that faxes are now yesterday’s technology and if you have an arrangement 
with your bank that a fax can move money then it seems best to get that cancelled and find a more secure 
way of transferring cash.  Forging signatures on faxes is dead simple and it’s compounded by the bank’s poor 
security procedures.  We trust he’ll get his cash back from the bank…they certainly should take the hit…and 
not him. 

Winter in Cape Town is never much fun.  It’s cold and damp…rather like Manchester with Table Mountain.  
We’ll get another 6 weeks or so of this before it turns the corner.  Weather in Cape Town is usually 
magnificent but July and August are good months for visiting Europe and enjoying their Summer…but, of 
course, it generally works the other way so that you get two Winters a year instead of two Summers. 

Booked some air tickets this week…Cape Town to London return.  British Airways are now the only airline 
that flies direct all year round and…surprise, surprise…there ain’t a lot of competition taking place so it’s not 
hard to work out what’s happening to the fares.  Moral…fly via Dubai on Emirates if you have the time and 
energy rather than fly direct.  

Remember:  @tom_beasor and LinkedIn for daily neg tweets.  Feel free to connect on LinkedIn and re-tweet. 
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13th July 2014 

My Nexus has refused to be cured and has accordingly been dumped in favour of a Hudl from Tesco.  This is half 

the price and has the advantage of being able to be taken back if it breaks.  Buying stuff in the US does have its 

drawback when kit fails. 

 

 

 

 

BELLINGHAM, Wash. (AP) — Police in the town of Blaine, Washington, near the Canadian border found a car in a 

bank parking lot on July 2 that had been stolen in Miami just about two days earlier. 

The Bellingham Herald reports (http://bit.ly/U6IYRX ) the thief was in a hurry. According to Google Maps it would 

take 50 hours to drive the 3,400 miles nonstop. 

Police don't know who took the black 2012 Jeep Patriot or why they sped from one corner of the country to the 

other. 
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Plumbers 

 
You’ve heard me rant about Cape Town contractors and here I go again. 
 
Plumber installs toilet...toilet leaks.  Plumber returns and says there’s no leak.  Plumber tells lies. 
 
Plumber is asked to return to fix the work...Plumber conveniently forgets. 
 
Customer finds another plumber to fix the leak and spends R700 getting it done. 
 
Customer now hates first plumber and will seek to damage his reputation as best I can.  
www.hellopeter.com is a very good first step... and telling you at least makes me feel better. 
 
In the meantime I’m singing the praises of the second plumber who turned up on time and fixed 
the job simply and fairly. 
 
I despair sometimes at the attitude of contractors.  I guess they must all be hugely busy because 
they don’t much seem to care about their poor reputations and the damage they leave behind 
with their shoddy work. 
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Honesty is the best policy 

These are not my words…I found them on the internet: 
 
“Honest people are respected and trusted upon because they are known to stand by their truth. 
Without honesty, the world would be a bad and sad place to live in. That’s why we need to always 
tell the truth no matter what. People who constantly lie not only lose their friends but also their 
reputation since no one likes associating with dishonest characters.” 
 
In part of my business I have to trust people to tell me the truth.  I tend to give them the benefit of 
the doubt and without fail I’ve been treated properly.  This makes my life easier and their honesty, 
for them, is a good investment because I tend to reward it amply. 
 
As far as I’m concerned nobody ever gets rewarded by me for cheating and just the opposite is 
true. 
 
Business cannot work if everyone takes a Theory X view of the world.  It’s certainly not business 
that I want to be involved in. 
 
So…without getting too moral…if Nice is Good for Business…as you’ve heard me say many 
times then I’ll add to it with Honesty is Good for Business. 
 
Today’s motto. 
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