
 

 

 

Sunday in Cape Town…acorns are bombarding the car and leaves clogging the drains…Squirrels are hiding 
their nuts. 

Easter was easy and life in South Africa…or more to the point the southern suburbs of Cape Town… can be 
very easy indeed.  This is truly an oasis of pleasantness.  The SA version of “Pleasantville” would be filmed in 
Rondebosch. 

The internet has gone down recently and the whole of SA has been suffering while they repair the seacom 
cable…a piece of kit with which we’re all too sadly acquainted.  When you pay over $100 a month for 
connectivity…which in many countries would be essentially free…you feel pained. 

Have booked a holiday at the end of April.  We’re going to “explore” the Karoo.  I’ve travelled throughout 
much of Southern and East Africa but I don’t know parts of South Africa at all well.  This is my chance to start 
putting it right.  I’ll log everything on Trip Advisor. 

Roger Ebert died this week.  What a writer he was…and if you’re a fan of the cinema you’d always have 
IMDB book marked along with Ebert’s movie reviews.  I’d never really think I’d understood a film until I’d read 
his reviews.  He’ll be sadly missed. 

Nelson  Mandela left hospital this week and the nation breathed a sigh of relief.  He must be the most popular 
man on the planet…94 and going strong. 

If you want to get all the tips in one package visit Amazon and put my name in the search box. You complete 
the purchase it is $1.95 for 100 tips or you can buy 500.  Next up will be some short vids for YouTube. 

Remember:  @tom_beasor and LinkedIn for daily neg tweets.  Feel free to connect on LinkedIn and re-tweet. 
 
Have a good one  
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I bought a Withings wifi weighing scale so that when I weigh myself and glory in my weight loss!! I can record it on 

my android phone and put it on my pc.  Technology knows no bounds neither does the cost…or indeed my 

gullibility never to refuse a good gadget. 

 

I wander down to the coffee shop with my Kindle, Ipod, S3 and now my Walka.  I can watch TV, surf the web and 

read a UK newspaper simultaneously while enjoying a podcast.  Techie Heaven. 

NEW YORK (AP) — A man who repeatedly used phony credentials to gain entry into New York City's jails may get 

his wish to do more time. 

Prosecutors told a judge on Thursday that they want Matthew Matagrano to be locked up for 10 years. Matagrano, 

a former inmate, pleaded not guilty to felony burglary in Manhattan Supreme Court. 

The judge doubled his bail to $100,000 and ordered him to get medical attention. 

The New York Post (http://bit.ly/ZbNv0w ) reports that according to police statements released in court, Matagrano 

said he repeatedly sneaked into jails because the people inside were "nice" and made him "feel important." 

Authorities say Matagrano tried to get inside multiple city lockups, including Rikers Island and the Manhattan 

Detention Center, where he mingled with inmates for hours. 
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Contact lost 

 
I was given a telephone number of a contractor who could install a handrail on our staircase. 
 
I phoned them on Friday afternoon and nobody was there and neither was the voicemail. 
 
I’m a cash customer and ready to do business but when I made the attempt to contact them they 
weren’t there. 
 
We’ll try again on Monday but they should count themselves lucky that they get my business at 
all. 
 
Selling is a 24/7 activity these days and email and websites and voicemail boxes all need to 
support that 24/7 principle. 
 
When people contact you it’s the time to start separating them from their cash...before somebody 
else does it. 
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Negotiating in the 4th dimension 

How many dimensions can you manage when you’re negotiating? 
 
Let’s look at prices:   
 
They go up and down.   
They are delineated in a currency which moves against other currencies. 
They are time constrained.  Fast money is good money. 
Inflation is a major element over any contract period. 
 
When you start to look at the complexity of a price you’ll see how crude it can be just to haggle 
over a product for today’s money and today’s volume and today’s payment. 
 
Complex deals are based on tomorrow and when you start looking at the future you’re negotiating 
in the 4th dimension. 
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