
 

 

 

Sunday in Cape Town…Autumn sunshine. 

As a true Brit I can’t avoid mentioning the demise this week of Margaret Thatcher.  In order to capture the 
solemnity of the occasion I offer you the following moving picture of the deeply sad reactions of a large 
proportion of the British population mourning the death of their beloved ex-Prime Minister who did so much to 
bring the nation together….NOT. 

 

Here is some suitably sombre music while we consider our grief for the dear departed: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AeTgx_pj6m8 

 

The film director Ken Loach said he had a better idea than a state funeral. “How should we honour her? Let’s 
privatise her funeral. Put it out to competitive tender and accept the cheapest bid. It’s what she would have 
wanted.” 

Millwall also lost this week which was a greater…if not unexpected blow… than the above. 
 

If you want to get all the tips in one package visit Amazon and put my name in the search box. You complete 
the purchase it is $1.95 for 100 tips or you can buy 500.  Next up will be some short vids for YouTube. 

Remember:  @tom_beasor and LinkedIn for daily neg tweets.  Feel free to connect on LinkedIn and re-tweet. 
 
Have a good one  
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Buying books on Kindle and downloading videos.  There’s a market for people who want to try to publish online.  

Paper books are increasingly looking expensive and short of graphics. 

 

The local Telkom man came this morning to tell me that the adsl line is functioning perfectly.  It is so slow I thought 

it had a problem but according to Speedtest.net I’m A- for South Africa.  Try the test yourself and compare. 

 

 

LAURELVILLE, Ohio (AP) — An Ohio police chief says he ate cake left in his kitchen without realizing it was laced 

with cannabis oil. 

Laurelville Chief Mike Berkemeier says he fell ill after eating the cake a couple of weeks ago and couldn't figure out 

what was wrong. He says he drove a few blocks to the police station, where medics took him for medical testing. 

The Logan Daily News reports Berkemeier was hospitalized for more than a day. While there, a phone call with his 

daughter revealed the cake had been laced with an oil form of the psychoactive chemical component that causes a 

high from marijuana. 

Berkemeier tells WBNS-TV one of his daughter's friends took the cake to his home, about 35 miles southeast 

of Columbus. 

There's no word of criminal charges. 
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Contact lost and found? 

 
So...the contractor who I couldn’t contact finally quoted for the job.  It was pretty cheap and 
seems about right. 
 
I called him back three days ago and told him to get in touch so that we could schedule the work. 
He still hasn’t got back to me. 
 
I’ve told you before that spending money in Cape Town is tough...but this is taking it to the limits.  
I’m really not sure whether to go elsewhere or persevere. 
 
It’s hard being a customer in this neck of the woods. 
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Valuation 

I got a call this week from a real estate agent who wants to come and value the house for free.  
Obviously they want to tell me how much it’s worth so that I’ll be shocked enough to give them the 
commission. 
 
Sadly for them I’m very happy where I am and don’t intend to move. 
 
The issue in valuing property is that the agent always works for the seller and as such has a 
strong and vested interest in driving the price up.  As a buyer you’re vulnerable to this axis of 
seller and agent. 
 
I do believe that there’s a role in property for being a paid agent of the buyer so that each party 
has a person negotiating on their behalf. 
 
When I bought this property in Newlands the agent wouldn’t let me speak to the seller.  
Everything had to go through them and surprise, surprise, my offers got rejected. 
 
If I’d had an agent then the commission I paid them would have easily have been covered by the 
price reduction which a good agent could have achieved. 
 
When you’re buying a property don’t be fobbed off by the selling agent.  They are not your friend.  
You need to get your own friend to counter their selling partnership. 
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